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orderly settlement of this question rather than a
settlement by the use of force." Mr. Chamberlain
was prepared to go so far as to suggest that the
responsibility for law and order in the Sudetenland
during the interim period should be in the hands of
the Sudetens themselves which was beyond what
the Czechs had agreed to or he had asked of them.
Hitler's reply must have helped to strengthen Mr.
Chamberlain's suspicions that he was deliberately
seeking grounds to launch a war on the Czechs, and
that his declaration at Berchtesgaden that he was
prepared to face a European conflict far from being
bluff was almost understatement.

In perhaps the most insolent communication ever
handed by one head of a Government to another
the Fuehrer announced, "The situation is unbear-
able and will now be terminated by me."   Mr.
Chamberlain was dabbling with "political impon-
derables"; he, Herr Hitler, was concerned only with
"primitive right."  As one commentator has put it,
"Chamberlain had come to Godesberg determined
to have peace at almost any price.   It looked as
though  Hitler were  determined  to  have  war  at
almost any price."   Behind Hitler's bluster was a
shrewd instinct:  the policy and method he was
adopting sooner or later involved a direct challenge
to the security and existence of the Allied Parties.
From Hitler's point of view this was the moment
to force the issue, to make them accept the chal-
lenge.  British and French rearmament was on such
a scale that the opportunity would never recur.
In addition Germany had reached the peak of pro-
duction.   There would shortly be a falling off in
supplies   and  increased   economic   tension.    Self-
interest and idealism alike required Mr. Chamberlain
to go to any length to prevent the incredible yet
shrewd  fanatic from  releasing  the  controls  and